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Os Ae Boe 
AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 


77TH STREET AND CENTRAL PARK WEST 
New York December 21, 1908. 


DEPARTMENT OF 


MAMMALOGY AND ORNITHOLOGY 


Dear Mr. Brewster:= 
I have your letter of December 20, in refer- 


=a to the classification of birds for the new Check-List and 

to the Black Duck question. In respect to the latter, the Com 
mittee simply took rubripes as the only available name for the 
Black Duck group, without ruling on the status of rubripes as a 
subspecies of obscura, leaving a name for the Green-legged Black 
Duck to be provided for, presumably by you. The name communis 
suggested by you is a good enough name provided it has not before 
been employed with the generic name Anas. Such names as communis 
and vulgaris, ete., are rather dangerous names to take up now since 
they were such favorite designations with the early systematists. 
Apparently judging by the British Museum 'Catalogue of Birds', 

the name communis has not been associated with Anas, so in all prob- 
ability it is quite safe to employ it for the Black Duck. 

In regard to the classification for the new Check-List, I have 
heard from only Mr. Stone. and Mr. Ridgway. The former favors 
Sharpe's system, while the latter does not. Stone makes a plea in 
his letter for the adoption of Sharpe. My present belief is that 
there is no chance for the adoption of Sharpe, which leaves the Sub- 
committee's classification or the present one to be adopted with 
modifications. | 


Sincerely yours, 


Mp Wd 
ag ge) Wy, / 
Mr. William Brewster, jl 
145 Brattle St., aoe 
Camhridre, Mass. 





ade A. Ae 
AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 


77TH STREET AND CENTRAL PARK WEST 


New York February 3, 1909. 


DEPARTMENT OF 
MAMMALOGY AND ORNITHOLOGY _ 


Dear Mr. Brewster:~ 
: Your letter of February 2d with 


enclosure for Bird=-Lore is received. 
In regard to names for the two forms of the 


Black Duck, the proper form would be Anas rubripes 





commuhis. This is‘on the basis of the rule of pri- 
ority, which affects names and not forms described. 
While communis is the old forn, rubripes is the ear- 
liest tenable name for the group. This is the prac- 
tice universally followed so far as I know, and is 
based on the rule of priority as affecting names. 


Sincerely yours, 


Mr. William Brewster, 
145 Brattle Street, 
Cambridge, Mass. 


American Museum of Natural Firstory, 


77th Street and Central Park West. 
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J. A. “Ae 
AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 


77TH STREET AND CENTRAL PARK WEST 


New York October 29, 1909. 
DEPARTMENT OF 
MAMMALOGY AND ORNITHOLOGY 


Dear Mr. Brewster:= 
Your letter of the 26th is received. You are 
apparently under misapprehension as to the present status of the 
new Check-List. Replies have been received from all the members 
of the Committee except yourself to my circular letter of October 
23, and the vote ig practiastly unanimous on all except one; name» 
“Ly. the Black Duck case, where the vote is so much divided it will 
be best to leave this in abeyance for future settlement. Dr. Mer~ 
riam and Mr. Ridgway prefer not to vote on two or three questions, 
but otherwise the vote was affirmative on all the points presented 
in the letter. There hence appears to be no very good reason for 
delaying the composition until the A. 0. U. meeting. I shall, of 
course, call a meeting of the Committee for that date, when any re- 
maining unsettled matters can be considered. No part of the Check- 
List is to be printed until the whole is in type, hence, should 
changes be necessary in the early part they can he made just before 
the work is 0. K'd. for press, which I hope will be early in 1910. 
My last letter to the Committee respecting the purehase of 
type carrying the accents has opened that question again, and, as 
yet no one has responded to that letter; perhaps because the five 
members favoring the use of the accents had already given authority 


for their purchase, which may be taken as settling the question 


410k 


in favor of placing the accent on the vowel of the accented 
syllable, and having the special type made to enable us 
to do this. 


Sincerely yours, 


ThA 
ee 2 
U/ 


Mr. William Brewster, 
Concord, Mass. 
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ies A. A. 
AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 


77TH STREET AND CENTRAL PARK WEST 


New York April 18, 1910. 


DEPARTMENT OF 
MAMMALOGY AND ORNITHOLOGY 


Dear Me. Brewster:= 
Your set of galley proofs of 


the Cheek-List received this morning. 


In sending the copy for the Hypothetical List 





I forget to insert Anas rubripes tristis, and am 
grateful to you for calling my attention to the 
omission; of course it belongs in the Hypothetical 
List and will be included. 

 Yeur set of preofs of this part of the Check- 
List are the first that have reached the editor. . With 
thanks for your promptness, 


Sineerely yours, 


THhitllerr 
See 


Mr. William Brewster, 
145 Brattle 5t., 
Cambridge, Mass. 
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